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When we reflect on the rapidly shifting
landscape of language teaching, it becomes
increasingly clear that educators at all stages
of their professional lives must engage in
continuous professional development, as it is
not just beneficial but indispensable. This
issue of our journal contains a collection of
articles that emphasize a variety of aspects of
teacher development, from innovative
teaching approaches to reflective practices
and the evolving norms of academic
discourse.

The significance of adaptability and
improvisation in the classroom is one of the
primary themes that our contributors
highlighted. Barker’s investigation of
spontaneity and improvisation in language
teaching provides valuable insights into the
ways in which teachers can establish more
student-centered and engaging learning
environments. His study demonstrates that
teachers can cultivate more authentic
communication and deeper learning
experiences by accommodating unexpected
moments and being responsive to student
needs. This approach is consistent with
recent research indicating that flexibility and
responsiveness are essential skills for
effective teaching in the 21st century
(Richards, 2013).

Nonetheless, novice teachers
encounter numerous obstacles when
implementing such an approach. Ng’s
reflective piece serves as a poignant
reminder of the obstacles faced by those
new to the field, particularly those
transitioning from other careers. Ng’s
experiences underscore the importance of

reflective practice in teacher development,
echoing Farrell’s (2013) perspective on
reflective practice as a way of life for
educators. Ng’s journey highlights the
potential of critical reflection to help teachers
navigate the complexities of cultural contexts
and classroom dynamics, leading to more
effective teaching practices.

Although it is necessary to focus on
classroom practices, it is equally important
for language teachers to keep abreast of
changes in academic discourse. Arber’s
examination of the use of the passive voice in
academic writing is a prime example of the
development of linguistic norms. Traditional
assumptions about academic writing have
been challenged by Ng’s analysis of corpus
studies, which has revealed a trend toward
more active constructions in some disciplines
(Hyland & Jiang, 2017; Li, 2022). This implies
that English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
instructors must continually update their
knowledge and adapt their teaching
approaches to reflect current academic
practices in various disciplines.

These articles collectively reiterate the
fact that teacher development is a
multifaceted process that is not limited to
pedagogical skills but also includes linguistic
awareness and cultural sensitivity. To ensure
the success of our students, we as educators
must adopt a continuous learning and
development paradigm.

Moreover, the diverse perspectives
presented in this issue, from a seasoned
teacher experimenting with new approaches
to a mid-career professional transitioning into
teaching to an analysis of evolving linguistic
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norms, remind us of the rich tapestry of
experiences and knowledge within the
profession. We cultivate a community of
practice that provides support and enriches
all members by exchanging diverse
perspectives.

It is evident that teacher development
will continue to be a top priority in our field
as we move forward. This involves the
implementation of formal training and
professional development programs as well
as the promotion of a culture of
collaboration, experimentation, and
reflection among educators. By doing so, we
are not only remaining current with the
evolving educational landscape but are also
actively shaping it to better serve our
students and society as a whole.

We should regard teacher
development as an ongoing journey of
growth and discovery. We hope that the
articles in this issue will motivate you to
reflect on your practices, challenge your
preconceived notions, and persevere in your
language educator development.

In This Issue
Richard Arber examines the use of the

passive voice in academic and scientific
writing and considers its implications for EAP
instructors. Arber’s article overviews common
functions of the passive voice, discusses
learner issues, and discusses recent corpus
linguistics studies that have revealed changes
in academic discourse. Arber argues that
although the passive voice remains
prevalent, a trend toward more active
constructions has been observed in some
disciplines. This study aims to inform EAP
instructors’ curriculum choices and
knowledge development.

Brad Barker explores the use of
spontaneity and improvisation in English
language instruction. Barker has documented

his attempts to become a more
improvisational teacher, describing classroom
activities designed for open-ended
outcomes. His research investigates what
improvised classroom moments look like and
how shifting toward spontaneity can promote
teacher development. This article provides
examples of improvised moments and
discusses their potential benefits for student
engagement and learning.

A reflective piece by Gee Lian Ng
shares the experiences of mid-career
professionals transitioning to English
language teaching in Japan. Ng discusses
the challenges faced by novice teachers and
the insights gained through reflective
practice. Key takeaways include adapting
lesson plans, being mindful of language use
in the classroom, and the importance of
extensive reading for professional
development. This article encourages
reflective teaching among novice educators.

Call for Papers
We continue to invite submissions for

the next issues (Volume 30, Issue 2) by
September 30, 2024. Please refer to our
website for guidelines and past issues:
https://td.jalt.org/index.php/etdjournal/.
Additionally, please contact us via email at
JALT.TED.ETE.editor@gmail.com.
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